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	Keep the Maryland Guard at Home Lobby Night 

Feb. 23, 2009
Neall Conference Room, 2nd floor, 

James Senate Office Building
5:30 – 8 p.m.



Background

The President obtained his authority for calling the Maryland National Guard to serve in Iraq from a 2002 congressional Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF), which was limited to two purposes, and two purposes only:  defending U.S. national security from the “threat posed by Iraq,” and enforcing UN Security Council Resolutions regarding Iraq’s alleged ballistic missiles and weapons of mass destruction. Saddam Hussein—along with his supposed threat—is gone, and the UN resolutions are no longer relevant. Thus, the 2002 AUMF cannot legitimately be invoked to Federalize the National Guard, and there is no other legal basis for calling them up. Any future deployment of the Maryland National Guard to Iraq, in the absence of a new Congressional authorization, is thus illegal.
Our proposed legislation states that the Maryland Guard may only be called into Federal service for legal purposes. In the absence of legal authority, the Maryland Guard must remain at home.

This legislation will help restore the rule of law and the premise that even the government must follow the law. In addition, it emphasizes the Constitutional principle that war powers are shared between Congress and the President. In this case, Congress passed a very narrow AUMF, and the President totally ignored the law. We are asking the Maryland legislature and the Governor of Maryland to take a stand for the rule of law, on which our country was founded, and for the division of powers enshrined in our Constitution.
The way that the National Guard is now being used is unfair to the men and women of the Guard. They did not sign up for front-line duty in war, and they are pulled away from jobs, families and communities to be sent into combat, and then they are sent back for multiple deployments. It is not surprising that National Guard members have the highest percentage of psychological problems from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic Brain Injury—49% on discharge—of all the services, and yet they have the least access to appropriate mental health care, according to a DOD study (DOD Task Force on Mental Health, 2007).
Talking Points: SB 501, HB 907
1. Explain why the bill is important:   
· We want to prevent the kind of military adventurism that the Bush administration has engaged in. The National Guard and the Reserves together contributed over 600,000 members to the occupation of Iraq. Without them, the Bush administration could not have continued its illegal occupation all these years.
· We do not believe that the National Guard should serve as a back-door draft. The purpose of the Guard is entirely different from how they have been used over the past eight years. That use is unfair to Guard members in multiple ways, including the fact that the benefits they receive as veterans are inferior to those of the regular military. 

· We need the Maryland Guard in Maryland to help out in emergencies and disasters. We believe that our state’s emergency preparedness capacities are diminished by using the Guard as a regular military combat unit.
· We want to restore the rule of law, and specifically to prevent any future president from starting a war on the basis of material misrepresentations to Congress and the public and then continuing that war and occupation without legal basis, as occurred with respect to Iraq. This legislation is a start in that direction. 
So, the campaign is about these important issues:
· Preventing future wars of aggression 
· Restoring and preserving fairness to the men and women of our National Guard
· Ensuring Maryland’s emergency preparedness
· Restoring the rule of law
2. Explain what the bill does: 

SB 501 and HB 907 state that the Maryland Guard may only be called into service for legal purposes. In the absence of any existing legal authority to call up the State Guard for federal service, the Maryland Guard should remain within the State. Congress would have to pass a new AUMF to legally place the State Guard under federal control for assignment to Iraq.

3.  Ask your legislator the following questions:

· How will you support SB 501 or HB 907?

· Will you communicate your support to the members and Chairperson of the committee? (Senate: Education, Health & Environmental Affairs; House: Health & Government Operations)
· Will you vote for SB 501 or HB 907?
